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How diversity in Fire and Rescue 
will build a safer society

TEDTALKS
1                Bronnie Mackintosh is a firefighter in 

Australia. Watch the TED Talk. Choose the lesson 
(a-c) that you think Bronnie Mackintosh wants us to 
learn.  

a. Women and men fight fires equally.
b. A diverse Fire and Rescue workforce serves the 

community better.
c. Diversity in Fire and Rescue has created 

conflicts on the workforce.

2 Work in pairs. What examples did Bronnie 
Mackintosh  give to illustrate this lesson? Discuss 
with your partner.

burly /ˈbɜːrli/ N AM ENG
burly /ˈbɜːli/ BR ENG

10

3.   Watch the first part (0:15-1:30) of the 
talk again. Choose the correct option to 
make true sentences.

a. Bronnie Mackintosh is a professional/ 
volunteer firefighter in her town.

b. There should be a range of firefighters 
because of the work/ languages spoken.

c. 95% of urban firefighters in Australia are white 
women/ men.

d. A homogeneous workplace is useful/ limiting 
in the workforce. 

utmost /ˈʌtmoʊst/ N AM ENG
utmost /ˈʌtməʊst/ BR ENG



10 Read a few viewer comments and replies about the 
TEDx Talk on YouTube. Then discuss the questions.

1. What views are expressed about women and 
diversity in firefighting?

2. Do you agree with them?
3. How would you respond to a comment you 

disagree with?

Example viewer’s comments (Oct 5, 2019) 


